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Thank y ou, Stephanie [Street]. It is a priv ilege to be with y ou – and to be among so many
friends, colleagues, and critical partners. I want to thank y ou and Dean [Skip] Rutherford, as
well as the faculty and students of the Clinton School of Public Serv ice, and the Clinton
Presidential Center’s staff, board members, and ev er-ex panding network of supporters – for
inv iting and welcoming me to Little Rock, and for prov iding a forum for this important
discussion. As a proud alum of the Clinton Administration, I am especially grateful for all that
y ou do to honor the ex traordinary achiev ements of our nation’s 42 nd Commander-in-Chief, and
to build upon his historic – and ongoing – efforts to ensure the strength of our democracy , and
to fulfill America’s most fundamental, and most sacred promises - of security , of liberty , and of
justice for all.
Because of y ou, the Center not only stands as a monument to the achiev ements that marked the
Clinton Presidency , it also serv es as a meeting ground for essential learning and thoughtful
debate, for adv ocacy and action, and for discussion about issues of national urgency – and of
global consequence.
This ev ening, we hav e come together to focus on such an issue; and contribute to an important
national dialogue – about how we can adv ance our nation’s long struggle for fairness and
freedom; and, specifically , how we can more successfully identify , assist, and seek justice on
behalf of the millions of human trafficking v ictims who hav e been trapped in some form of
slav ery , bonded labor, or forced prostitution.
This conv ersation could not be more important – or more urgent. And it’s fitting that we’v e
gathered for it during National Crime Victims Rights Week. For more than two decades, this
annual observ ance has prov ided an opportunity for Americans to reflect upon – and recommit
ourselv es to meeting – the needs of those whose liv es hav e been shattered by v iolence, abuse,
ex ploitation, and modern-day forms of peonage and bondage.
It is alarming, and almost unfathomable, to consider that – 1 50 y ears since President Lincoln
signed the Emancipation Proclamation; more than six decades after the United Nations
Declaration of Human Rights prohibited the practice of slav ery on a global sc ale; and nearly a
dozen y ears from the day that, with President Clinton’s approv al, the landmark Trafficking
V ictims Protection Act became law – today , in communities across and bey ond this country ,
slav ery persists. In fact, according to the U.N., there are up to 27 million people worldwide
who currently toil in bondage – more than at any other time in human history .
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Without question, this problem has reached crisis proportions. But, in many way s, the
challenges now before us are any thing but new.
I was reminded of this fact earlier today , as I toured the Clinton Center, where a statue of our
nation’s most famous – and, I would argue, most courageous – abolitionist, Harriet Tubman,
now stands. It is inscribed with one of her most eloquent, and enduring, directiv es. If you are
tired – it reads – keep going. If you are hungry, keep going. If you are sc ared, keep going. If
you want a taste of freedom, keep going.
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Those words – first shared during one of the darkest periods in American history – remain
relev ant today . They were issued as an assurance – and receiv ed as a promise – that, in this
great country , justice may be delay ed, but it will not be denied; and that those who are willing to
cling to hope, to mov e toward progress, and to follow the North Star of freedom will be met with
assistance – and bestowed with the rights and opportunities that ev ery person, ev ery where,
deserv es.
Today , this promise is ours to fulfill. And I am conv inced that we can no longer tell those who
suffer in the shadows – trapped by fear and trapped by force – to keep faith in this pledge, and to
keep going, unless we are willing to lead the way forward.
This work must begin now. And it must start by being clear about what – ex actly – we
are up against.
Today , a growing number of Americans are aware of – and concerned about – human trafficking.
But many assume it is a problem only bey ond our borders. And this belief, quite simply , is
false. In communities nationwide, human trafficking v ictims often are hiding in plain sight: the
y oung woman who trav eled to America for the promise of a new life, but finds herself enslav ed
and sold for sex . The child who was born here, but ran away from home and, in desperation,
accepted help from the wrong person. The migrant worker who is depriv ed of identification,
transportation, health care, and access to money in order to ensure complete dependence on
his employ er. Or one of the many y oung girls regularly shuttled to truck stops along I-40 – who
is filled with shame and empty of hope, liv ing in fear of incarceration and in doubt of her ability
to surv iv e on her own.
By their t raffickers, these v ictims are v iewed – and treated – as nothing more than
commodities. And they are driv ing an illicit – and thriv ing – economy that is based on the sale
of human beings – and, primarily , on the enslav ement and ex ploitation of women and children.
As incomprehensible as it seems, trafficking in girls is an increasingly prev alent part of gang
activ ity . These crimes are seen as “low risk and high reward.” They bring in more profits – and
often result in less prison time – than dealing drugs. As one journalist – who was cov ering
instances of human trafficking here in Arkansas – ex plained it: "Y ou can only sell a drug once,
but y ou can sell a human being ov er, and ov er, and ov er." Today , these transactions can be
ex ecuted quickly , conv eniently , and anony mously ov er the Internet – and many of them
inv olv e y oung children.
According to the Justice Department’s recent estimates, more than 40 percent of all human
trafficking incidents opened for inv estigation were for sex ual trafficking of a child. And the
ov erwhelming majority of these v ictims – more that 80 percent of them – were identified as U.S.
citizens. Make no mistake – human trafficking is not just a global problem. It is a national crisis
– one that ev ery parent, ev ery teacher, ev ery policy maker, and ev ery law enforcement official
must work to understand – and must help to address.
Of course, many of y ou already know this. And some of y ou hav e learned about the prev alence
and impact of this problem in the hardest of way s – by ex periencing it in y our own life, or by
working directly with v ictims. Y ou’v e seen how, in too many of our communities and
businesses, the poorest and most v ulnerable among us are being robbed of basic rights to
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dignity , security , and opportunity .
But instead of despair, y ou’v e responded with dedication – and with the resolv e necessary to
fight back. I’m especially grateful for the work being done by leaders like United States
Attorney [Chris] Thy er, Attorney General [Dustin] McDaniel, Sheriff [Doc] Holladay , and Chief
[Stuart] Thomas, whose commitment to aggressiv e enforcement, to increased collaboration,
and to v ictim assistance is making a meaningful, measurable difference here in Arkansas. And I
stand in awe of adv ocates like Kathy Findley , the founder of Safe Places and a Justice
Department grantee, who is bringing hope – and essential serv ices – to abused and ex ploited
women and children across this city ; and of Louise Allison, a former trafficking v ictim and the
founder of Partners Against Trafficking Humans – known as “PA TH” – who transformed her own
painful ex perience into a powerful effort that is helping women and girls here in Little Rock find
healing – and the support they need to rebuild their liv es.
These dedicated public serv ants – and so many of the other allies and partners here today – are
doing inv aluable work to bring human trafficking crimes to light and to justice – and to stand up
for the rights and interests of v ictims. I want each of y ou to know that I am proud – and the
Department of Justice is proud – to stand with y ou.
As Attorney General, and as the father of three teenage children, adv ancing current efforts to
identify and prosecute human traffickers – and to support those who serv e and assist v ictims –
is both a professional and personal priority . For today ’s Justice Department, our commitment
to this work has nev er been stronger. Our approach has nev er been more effectiv e. And our
message that – in this country , and under this Administration – human trafficking will not be
tolerated – and that a “zero-tolerance, one-strike” approach has taken hold – could not be more
clear.
By adopting this approach, ov er the last three y ears, we’v e achiev ed significant increases in
human trafficking prosecutions – including a rise of more than 30 percent in the number of
forced labor and adult sex trafficking prosecutions. And in just this past y ear, we charged
nearly 120 defendants – a record number – in human trafficking cases.
Much of this work is being led by the Department’s Civ il Rights Div ision and its specialized
Human Trafficking Prosecution Unit, which was established fiv e y ears ago. Under the
leadership of its Director, Hilary Ax am, who I’m glad is here with us this ev ening, this v ital
prosecution unit has been on the front lines in enforcing the Trafficking Victims Protection Act .
But it isn’t working alone. It is supported and strengthened by the Criminal Div ision and its
Child Ex ploitation and Obscenity Section; its Organized Crime and Racketeering Section; its
Offices of International Affairs, and of Ov erseas Prosecutorial Dev elopment Assistance and
Training; and its International Criminal Inv estigativ e Training Assistance Program. Our Office
of Justice Programs – and its Office for Victims of Crime and Bureau of Justice Assistance – also
play s a key role. In addition, the FBI, the Ex ecutiv e Office for U.S. Attorney s, and U.S.
Attorney s’ Offices across the country are prov iding critical leadership in bringing human
traffickers to justice. And the Department is now working to bring ev en more partners together
to adv ance our human trafficking efforts.
Because we know these heinous crimes can arise in any criminal contex t – and because it is not
uncommon for traffickers to be inv olv ed in a v ariety of other criminal enterprises, such as the
trafficking of drugs or firearms, and financial laundering sc hemes – we are taking steps to ensure
that inv estigators and prosecutors who work on organized crime, gang, and financial crime
cases are fully trained to identify human crimes – and human trafficking v ictims.
And when the Justice Department engages in procurement, we hav e an obligation – and will be
taking action – to make certain that our management staff and contractors are fully trained to
ensure that the Department does not engage suppliers or contractors with questionable or
ex ploitativ e labor practices. This sort of training has been ex pertly dev eloped by our partners

at the Departments of Homeland Security and Defense. And the Justice Department will join
them in demanding clear and v isible zero-tolerance policies among our v endors, contractors,
subcontractors, and employ ees. V ictims of trafficking at home and around the world deserv e
nothing less.
By ex panding the sc ope of our efforts internally , I’m confident that we can build upon the
historic progress that’s been achiev ed since l ast February , when the Justice Department
launched a new Human Trafficking Enhanced Enforcement Initiativ e.
As part of this groundbreaking effort, I announced the Anti-Trafficking Coordination Team – or
“ACTeam” – Initiativ e, an interagency collaboration among the Departments of Justice,
Homeland Security , and Labor aimed at streamlining federal criminal inv estigations and
prosecutions of human trafficking offenses. Following a rigorous interagency selection process,
we launched six Pilot ACTeams around the country , in Atlanta, El Paso , Kansas City , Los
Angeles , Memphis, and Miami – cities with ex tremely serious, and dangerous, human trafficking
problems.
Today , these teams are fully operational. And they ’re allowing us to dev elop and adv ance highimpact human trafficking prosecutions. For ex ample – by bringing federal inv estigativ e
agencies, like U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, and federal prosecutors together –
ov er the last y ear, we hav e succeeded in dismantling a large, transnational organized criminal
enterprise that held Ukrainian v ictims in forced labor in Philadelphia. We brought freedom and
dignity to undocumented Central American women, and conv icted the traffickers who – with
threats and v iolent abuse – compelled them into forced labor and prostitution in restaurants
and bars on Long Island. We restored freedom to undocumented Eastern European women,
and conv icted the trafficker who brutally ex ploited them in massage parlors in Chicago – and
ev en branded them with tattoos to claim them as his property . We sought justice against
members of a v iolent trafficking group that transported 10 y oung women, including four
minors, from Mex ico to Atlanta – where these v ictims were held captiv e, regularly beaten,
forced into prostitution – and, in some cases, raped by dozens of men in a single night. The
ringleader of this group is now behind bars – and was sentenced to 40 y ears in prison. We also
secured a life sentence against a v iolent gang member in the Eastern District of V irginia for the
sex trafficking of a y oung girl – a 12-y ear-old runaway who was promised a place to stay , but –
instead – was forced into prostitution, regularly plied with alcohol and drugs, and, on a daily
basis, made to hav e sex with multiple men.
In another case prosecuted in Virginia’s Eastern District – in which low-lev el workers were
trafficked from Mex ico into the U.S. and forced to produce and sell illegal documents – critical
enforcement and inv estigativ e efforts spanned multiple jurisdictions, including here in Little
Rock. Today , I’m grateful for the opportunity to salute – and to personally thank – the
members of the Little Rock Police Department, and the Arkansas State Crime Lab, who are here
with us and whose contributions were instrumental in securing two consecutiv e life sentences
against the leader of this criminal enterprise.
These conv ictions, and lengthy sentences, hav e sent an important and powerful message – that
traffickers will be stopped, and they will be punished to the fullest ex tent of the law.
Howev er, despite these – and many other – recent successes, there is much more work to be
done – and far too many people in need of our help. That’s why the Justice Department is
supporting innov ativ e, collaborativ e efforts to identify and stop traffickers, and to help v ictims
heal and rebuild their liv es. We’re working to sustain and enhance support for v ictim serv ice
organizations across the country . And we’re prov iding critical grant funding, technical
assistance, and cutting-edge training – that incorporates guidance from trafficking v ictims – to
our state and local law enforcement partners, who are uniquely – and often best – positioned to
detect human trafficking crimes.

Ov er the last y ear, these efforts hav e included hosting three regional training forums focused on
improv ing collaboration – as well as the dev elopment of a training curriculum to help state
prosecutors and judges better understand human trafficking crimes.
We’re also taking steps to forge and to strengthen partnerships across international borders –
which, as we’v e seen repeatedly , are essential. For ex ample, under this Administration, and by
working with Mex ican law enforcement authorities, we dismantled sex trafficking networks
operating on both sides of the U.S.-Mex ico border – bringing freedom to the v ictims, and
securing landmark conv ictions and substantial sentences against the traffickers in these highimpact bilateral cases. And we’re working with our counterparts in Southeast Asia, Eastern
Europe, Africa, Australia, and bey ond, to establish similar partnerships – and to ensure that the
global mov ement to end human trafficking has the attention, resources, and political support it
deserv es.
Here in the United States, we can all be encouraged by the fact that policy leaders – from both
parties – are deeply committed to this effort. Early in his Presidency , President Obama
declared January as National Slav ery and Human Trafficking Prev ention Month, calling on our
nation to acknowledge modern-day slav ery and to recommit ourselv es to stopping and
prev enting human trafficking. This call has been echoed by many other key , committed leaders
– from Secretary of State Hillary Clinton to Congressman Frank Wolf of V irginia; by both
Senators [Mark] Pry or and [John] Boozman; and by Gov ernors, May ors, Attorney s General, and
District and County Attorney s nationwide. Let me assure y ou: the Department of Justice is
committed – and I am committed – to answering this call.
As part of this commitment, we are taking our interagency partnerships to the nex t lev el. For
ex ample, we are working more closely than ev er before with the Departments of Health and
Human Serv ices and Education to more fully integrate human trafficking awareness and v ictim
assistance into programs serv ing runaway and homeless y outh, abused and neglected children,
minors in the juv enile justice sy stem, and other y oung people who are most v ulnerable to
trafficking. This outreach will adv ance federal efforts to locate and assist y outh v ictims, and to
prev ent trafficking crimes before they occur. Bey ond this, we must seek out additional
opportunities to enhance our most successful programs – and to engage ev en more healthcare
prov iders, community leaders, and law enforcement officials in our anti-trafficking and v ictims’
serv ices efforts.
We are also working to increase strategic and operational coordination across a host of Justice
Department components – including the Criminal and Civ il Rights Div isions, United States
Attorney s’ Offices, the FBI, and the Office of Justice Programs – that are at the forefront of this
fight ev ery day . In recent y ears, as the v olume and sophistication of our anti-trafficking efforts
hav e increased, we’v e learned that strengthening our unified response to human trafficking
crimes will require us to increase awareness and engagement across the Department of Justice;
to reinforce partnerships with state, local, and tribal officials; and to bring additional agencies
and non-gov ernmental organizations into this work. That’s why I am planning to designate a
Department employ ee to ov ersee our robust internal, ex ternal, and interagency efforts. This
step will allow the Department to continue to break new ground, and to more quickly dev elop
and implement the most effectiv e possible approaches for meeting our shared public safety
goals and moral obligation – of prev enting human trafficking, protecting v ictims across the
country , punishing perpetrators, and empowering v ictims to mov e forward as surv iv ors.
But I also recognize that we will nev er be able to make the progress we need on our own – and
that our partnerships must continue to ex pand bey ond gov ernment. We must work with
v ictims and v ictim adv ocates to ex tend our impact in helping to make liv es whole again. We
must question – not only why adv ertisements for the serv ices of y oung women can be readily
found on so many publications and Web pages, but also why some publishers and Internet
serv ice prov iders are still making ex cuses and prov iding justifications for business practices
that are immoral and support trafficking. And we must do ev en more to reach out – across the

public, priv ate, and nonprofit sectors – and engage additional local, state, tribal, federal, and
international partners in fulfilling the responsibilities that we all share.
Only by working together can the United States continue to be a leader in the global fight against
human trafficking. Only by working together can we protect and ex tend the progress that’s
been made – by generations of activ ists, adv ocates, and abolitionists. Only by working together
can we honor our most fundamental American ideals – that we are inex tricably connected to,
and must care about, each other; that the strength of our nation and the prosperity of its citizens
depends on how we treat, and how well we protect, the weakest and most v ulnerable among us;
and – as President Clinton, unsurprisingly , may hav e summed it up best, on the day that the
Clinton Center was dedicated in his honor – that, in this great country , “Ev ery body counts.”
So let us come together – to ensure that these words alway s hold truth, and to adv ance our
nation’s long walk toward liberty and justice for all. Let us continue this discussion – and keep
up our work. And, abov e all – on behalf of those who are tired, who are hungry , who are sc ared,
and who y earn for the taste of freedom – let us keep going.
Thank y ou.
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